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GENERAL  ASSEMBLY,  AT  DETROIT. 


The  consideration  of  this  subject  was  asssigned  to  the  fourth  day  of  the  session. 
An  able  Standing  Committee  was  appointed,  of  whom  Dr.  Joshua  H.  McIlvaine, 
of  New  Jersey,  was  chairman,  and  to  them  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Sus¬ 
tentation  Committee,  with  the  transactions  for  the  year. 

Rev.  N.  G.  Parke,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  the  report  of  the  Standing 
Committee,  and  said  : 

It  is  clear  that  ‘Ministerial  Sustentation  is  no  longer  an  experiment,  but  a 
fixed  fact,  in  which  we  have  occasion  to  rejoice,  and  for  which  we  should  give 
thanks  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church.  Henceforth  it  shall  be  the  aim  of  our 
Church,  not  only  to  prepare  men  to  preach,  but  to  sustain  them  in  their  work 
Properly  sustained  bv  our  churches,  as  we  confidently  believe  this  work  will  be, 
when  thoroughly  understood,  it  will  reduce  the  number  of  ministers  in  our  church 
without  charge,  to  those  who  are  unable  to  preach,  and  substitute  pastors  for  stated 
supplies  in  very  many  churches. 

*'  The  operation  of  this  scheme,  which  is  as  yet  in  its  infancy,  has  been  to 
strengthen  weak  churches  all  over  our  land,  to  encourage  ministers  laboring  in 
such  churches,  and  to  substitute  pastors  for  stated  supplies.  An  illustration  of 
its  effect  in  the  direction  of  multiplying  pastors,  is  afforded  by  the  Presbytery  of 
Palmyra,  Missouri.  Out  of  twelve  pastors  now  at  work  in  that  Presbytery,  eight 
have  been  made  pastors  during  the  past  six  months,  under  this  scheme.  Many 
churches  testify  that  the  people  have  done  far  more  for  the  ministers,  and  for  all 
the  boards  ot  the  church,  than  would  have  been  possible  under  any  other  ar¬ 
rangement. 

“No  one  would  have  believed  that  many  of  these  churches  could  have  done 
for  the  support  ot  the  Gospel  what  they  have  done  under  the  Sustentation  Scheme. 
Impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  subject,  and  cheered  with  the  gratifying 
results  ot  the  work  thus  happily  inaugurated,  and  hopeful  as  to  the  future,  we 
unanimously  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  Besolutionsby  the  General 
Assembly : 

“  1.  That  in  view  ot  the  fact  that  only  seven  hundred  and  forty-eight  of  our 
churches  have  taken  collections  for  this  object  during  the  first  year,  this 
General  Assembly  hereby  re-enjoin  upon  each  Presbytery  to  appoint  an  efficient 
Committee  to  supervise  the  working  of  .his scheme  in  their  respective  bounds, 
and  to  see  to  it  that  the  churches  be  well  informed  as  to  its  features  and  claims; 


and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  secure  the  presentation  of  this 
cause  in  each  of  the  churches  for  contributions  during  the  year;  and  that 
each  Synod  shall  require  of  its  Presbyteries  compliance  with  this  order  of  the 
Assembly. 

“And  the  Assembly  would  further  recommend,  that  each  pastor  aim,  to  secure 
from  his  people,  for  this  object,  an  amount  equal  to  at  least  one-tenth  of  his  own  salary. 

“  2.  That  tor  the  present  year,  inasmuch  as  no  column  has  been  provided 
in  the  statistical  reports,  for  the  contributions  to  this  Sustentntion  Committee,  the 
Assembly  direct  the  Stated  Clerk  to  publish  in  the  minutes,  A  returns  from  the 
churches,  as  furnished  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  Committee;  and  that,  hereafter, 
in  the  Statistical  Reports,  and  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Assembly,  a  column  be  set 
apart  for  this  cause. 

“  3.  That  the  Assembly  approve  the  call  of  this  Committee  upon  the  churches 
for  the  sum  of  $150,000  for  tire  current  year. 

“  4.  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jacobus  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  McCosh,  and  those  associa¬ 
ted  with  them,  are  entitled  to  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  Assembly  for  their  faith¬ 
ful  efforts  in  inaugurating  and  carrying  out  this  scheme  of  benevolence  ;  and  that 
they  are  hereby  re-appointed  as  the  Assembly’s  Committee  on  Ministerial  Susten- 
tation  for  the  coining  year;  and  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jacobus  is  hereby  re-appointed 
as  Secretary  of  the  Committee.” 

Dr.  Jacobus  said : 

“The  Church  has  educated  her  ministers  at  cost,  and  has  ordained  them,  and 
sent  them  forth,  and  lias  not  looked  after  them  to  care  for  their  sustenance.  And 
so  they  have  been  left  to  work  their  own  way,  and  many  have  been  worn  out 
with  discouragement  and  privation,  prematurely  broken  down  on  the  field.  The 
Church  has  not  considered  that  it  is  not  with  these  as  it  is  with  the  lawyer  or  the 
merchant  or  the  physician,  for  their  profession  is  not  popular  and  paying  as  that 
of  other  men.  And  so  they  are  lost  to  the  Church,  because  their  services  do  not 
command  a  fair  market  value.  This  is  the  ordinance  of  God,  that  as  they  should 
live  of  the  Gospel,  without  the  distraction  of  secular  business  and  worldly  cares, 
so  they  who  resist  the  ordinance,  and  will  not  care  for  their  keeping,  must  incur 
the  condemnation  of  that  resistance  by  having  the  candlestick  removed  out  of  its 
place. 

“  The  statistics  gathered  by  your  Committee,  and  laid  before  the  first  Re-united 
General  Assembly  last  year,  have  not  yet  ceased  to  astonish  the  churches.  Only 
1 ,600  pastors  in  1870,  out  of  4,200  ministers.  And  when  you  ask,  why  is  this  deple¬ 
ting  of  the  pastorate,  some  are  ready  to  answer,  that  only  these  are  willing  to  be 
pastors,  or  only  these  are  the  churches  willing  to  have  as  pastors.  Is  it  so  ?  No, 
Mr.  Moderator!  Is  this  any  fair  explanation  of  the  facts?  I  protest,  sir,  that  it 
is  not.  These  men  are  also  obligated  by  another  and  sacred  ordinance  of  God,  to 
provide  for  those  of  their  own  house,  and  they  who  are  not  obedient  to  this  obliga¬ 
tion,  are  charged  by  God  himself  with  having  denied  the  faith,  and  are  pro¬ 
nounced  worse  than  infidels And  what  can  be  worse  than  this  ?  No,  sir;  many 
of  these  men,  as  your  committee  here  testify,  have  hastened  to  become  pastors 
under  our  scheme;  61  out  of  114,  and  81  out  of  146,  whose  cases  have  been  acted 
upon  by  our  committee,  and  who  have  been  actually  put  into  the  pastorate  during 
the  last  six  months  bv  this  means, 

“Mr.  Moderator,  we  do  not  wonder  that  some  are  ready  to  leap  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion,  inconsiderately,  that  the  large  number  of  ministers  without  charr/e  in  our 


Church,  are  ‘worthless’  and  ‘incompetent.’  But  this  is  no  fair  solution  of  the 
matter.  ‘Worthless,’  indeed,  in  the  worldly  sense,  which  estimates  a  man’s  worth 
in  dollars  and  cents.  But  otherwise  here  are  many  most  valuable  men,  whose 
service  the  Church  cannot  afford  to  lose,  and  must  not  lose  for  the  saving  of  a  few 
dollars  from  her  funds.  Their  services  are  needed,  and  cannot  he  estimated  in 
money.  ‘Incompetent?’  But  I  tell  you  this  competency  depends  very  much  upon  a 
competence  ;  and  shall  the  Church  which  employs  these  men  in  her  service,  leave 
them  to  privation  and  penury,  and  to  a  practical  demission  of  the  ministry,  and 
add  to  the  injustice  and  injury  the  insult  of  pronouncing  them  worthless,  incom¬ 
petent,  and  a  failure  ?  Shall  we  sit  still  and  see  these  hundreds  of  our  ministers 
crippled  by  poverty,  and  chilled  by  neglect,  and  then  chide  them  for  inefficiency  ? 
With  nearly  a  thousand  vacant  churches,  and  nearly  a  thousand  men  without  charge, 
shall  not  the  Church  hasten  to  place  and  settle  her  men,  and  afford  to  them  at 
least  a  minimum  living,  that  they  may  labor  in  her  service,  as  they  long  to  do. 
And  when  the  churches  are  brought  up  to  the  Order  of  the  Gospel — the  pastor 
set  over  them  in  the  Lord,  the  church  at  work  in  regular  contribution  to  the 
church  schemes,  and  fully  equipped  and  compacted  according  to  the  Presbyterian 
system,  they  are  in  the  line  of  the  divine  blessing.  Revivals  of  true  religion 
begin  with  a  revival  of  church  order  and  of  church  work.  And  then,  further, 
our  Scheme,  in  its  working,  has  secured  the  consolidation  of  neighboring  weak 
churches  under  one  pastorate.  And  so,  also,  the  funds  have  been  economized. 
In  one  case,  four  feeble  churches  have  been  grouped  under  one  pastorate  --not 
retaining  the  stated  supply  for  either  of  them — but  brought  by  the  Presbytery 
under  one  pastoral  charge,  till  they  can  be  nursed  and  worked  up  into  the  man¬ 
hood  of  self-support. 

“And  we  have  the  testimony  from  all  quarters,  that  bv  means  of  this  Scheme, 
in  its  indirect  influence,  many  churches,  without  seeking  our  aid,  have  been 
prompt  to  put  their  salaries  up  to  this  fair  minimum,  so  as  not  to  stand  below 
par.  They  have  seen  that  there  is  here  laid  a  platform  of  decent  support  for  the 
minister,  and  that  parsimony  is  made  odious.  And  they  have  advanced  their 
pay.  So,  Mr.  Moderator,  the  work  has  gone  successfully  forward  beyond  all  that 
we  had  dared  to  hope. 

“And  if  now  this  General  Assembly  shall  re-enjoin  the  Presbyteries  to  put 
this  Scheme  of  Sustentation  in  the  hands  of  an  efficient  committee,  who  shall 
faithfully  prosecute  it  in  the  churches  within  their  bounds,  and  if  by  the  super¬ 
vision  of  Presbyteries  and  Synods  this  duty  shall  be  efficiently  performed — the 
cause  presented  in  all  the  churches,  and  all  the  people  favored  with  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  contributing  to  it — then,  and  so  only,  can  we  hope  that  the  work  shall  go 
forward  ;  our  excellent  Presbyterial  apparatus  utilized  and  set  in  motion  for  the 
great  object  of  the  sustentation  of  the  Gospel  ministry.” 

;  Rev.  N.  G.  Parke  said : — 

“The  committee  feel  that  those  having  charge  of  this  work  thus  far,  have  done 
noble  work,  and  it  will  not  be  possible  for  others  to  take  up  this  work  and  con¬ 
duct  it  as  they  have  done  with  their  experience.  We  have  also  recommended 
the  reappointment  §f  the  present  Secretary.  He  has  done  for  the  Church  in  this 
matter  a  noble  work,  and  while  we  hesitate  to  lay  upon  him  further  burdens,  we 
are  impressed  with  the  fact  that  he  has  become  so  intimately  connected  with  the 
churches — the  feeble  churches  and  the  Presbyteries — that,  if  it  is  possible  to  have 
his  services  another  year,  we  must  have  them. 
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And  now,  fathers  and  Brethren,  in  the  Providence  of  God,  I  am  represent¬ 
ing  this  subject,  which  I  do  not  believe  to  be  second  to  any  in  all  the  scope  of  our 
investigations.  I  have  been  a  pastor  for  twenty-live  years  and  more,  and  aiv 
heart  has  been  in  this  subject  ol  Sustentation  for  more  than  twenty  years;  and  1 
do  rejoice  that  the  General  Assembly  has  been  pleased  to  give  to  this  subject  the 
prominence  that  if  has  given  to  it  at  this  time.  Before  this,  the  subject  was 
pushed  off,  and  there  never  was  time  to  consider  it.  It  stands  in  the  relation  to 
the  church  which  the  commissary  department-  does  to  the  army.  It  is  important 
that  we  have  trained  soldiers  and  officers,  and  ammunition  and  guns  of  the  first 
order,  in  the  army ;  but,  my  dear  brethren,  of  what  use  are  these  without  provisions 
to  feed  the  army  !  Now  it  is  true  of  the  education  system  and  the  learned  profes" 
sors,  that  all  are  important  to  us  as  a  Church  ;  but  it  is  just  as  important  that,  when 
our  ministers  have  been  trained,  they  be  fed. 

•‘Now,  Fathers  and  Brethren,  we  rejoice  that  at  last  a  better  time  has  come, 
this  matter  ol  injustice,  let  me  say  here,  has  arisen  from  losing  sight  of  a  great 
principle.  It  is  this:  The  obligations  resting  upon  our  churches  to  sustain  their 
ministers  who  are  actively  engaged  in  their  work,  rest,  not  on  the  individual 
churches  simply,  but  on  tbe  whole  Church,  I  need  not  argue  this  principle  before 
this  body;  it  is  involved  in  the  unity  of  the  Church.  A  soldier  of  our  country, 
is  not  a  soldier  of  Pennsylvania  or  New  York,  but-  of  the  United  States.  I  am 
not  a  minister  of  Pennsylvania,  but  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  obliga¬ 
tion  to  sustain  me  in  this  church  rests  upon  the  church  that  ordained  me  to  that 
work.  We  have  no  right  to  ordain  men  to  the  Gospel  ministry  and  send  them 
out  unprovided  for.  We  find  no  warrant  for  such  a  thing  in  the  constitution  of 
our  church.  The  true  principle  is  acknowledged  in  every  other  work  but  the 
preaching  ol  the  Gospel.  It  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  this  matter  is  taught 
clearly  in  the  Holy  Bible,  when  it-  says  to  the  strong,  ‘Support-  the  weak.’ 

•‘Again,  this  scheme  substitutes  Pastors  for  Stated  Supplies.  This  committee  is 
changing  rapidly  ‘  S.  S.  into  ‘  P.’  and  is  also  going  to  stop  this  everlasting  can¬ 
didating  we  hear  so  much  about.  If  you  will  see  to  it,  that  our  brethren  have  a 
salary  which  will  give  their  children  bread,  you  will  stop  that.  Men  don’t  love 
it-  so  well,  and  if  they  can  have  a  place  to  stand  on  and  work,  they  will  work, 
and  above  all  you  will  lift-  from  the  hearts  of  these  oppressed  brethren  a  burden 
that  is  crushing  them  to  the  earth,  and  into  the  earth,  many  of  them.  It  is  not 
fair  we  should  lay  these  burdens  on  the  men  we  are  sending  out  to  do  our  heavy 
work.  The  Government  sustains  its  soldiers  on  the  frontier  as  well  as  those  in 
the  city  of  New  York.  We  should  not  oppress  in  the  future  as  we  have  in  the 
past.  I  believe  that  this  subject  is  entitled  to  the  sympathies,  the  labor,  the 
money,  and  the  prayers  of  all  God’s  people.” 

Hr.  Alfred  Nevin,  said  : — 

“  J ust-ice  requires  an  adequate  salary.  W e  pay  well  our  Physician,  our  Lawyer, 
our  Mechanics — -why  not  remunerate  equally  well  our  minister,  who  instructs  our 
children,  proclaims  to  us  saving  truth,  points  to  us  the  way  of  heaven  and  leads 
the  way.  It  is  simply  unjust  to  support  ministers  inadequately.  God  called  it 
robbing  of  him  when  tithes  were  withheld.  What  a  mockstsy  for  Presbyteries  to 
place  such  a  call  in  a.  minister’s  hands  that  promises  Ui  ‘keep  him  free  from 
worldly  cares  and  avocations!’  How  can  such  an  amotsft  keep  a  family — keep 
a  Pastor  from  anxiety  which  would  impair  his  preaching  and  ruin  his  health?” 
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Dr.  McIevaine,  snid : — 

“I  am  frank  to  say  I  will  not  be  willing  to  put  myself  in  any  circumstances  in 
which  I  cannot  educate  my  children,  and  preserve  my  family  in  comfortable  cir¬ 
cumstances.  I  am  not  willing  that  they  should  engage  in  labors  such  as  are  cal¬ 
culated  to  ruin  the  health  of  any  one.  Now  this  form  of  benevolence  which  we 
have  placed  before  the  Church,  is  not  going  to  terminate  upon  those  receiving 
aid  directly.  I  say  that  the  views  of  the  people,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  understand, 
are  not  quite  right  on  this  subject.  I  think  the  view  prevails  that  there  is  dan¬ 
ger  of  a  worldly  ministry;  if  the  ministers  have  too  much  money,  too  large  sala 
ries,  there  is  that  danger  of  increasing  their  worldliness,  instead  of  their  piety. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  worst  means  to  cultivate  a  minister’s  spirituality  and 
spiritual  power  and  godliness,  is  to  keep  him  in  extreme  poverty  and  anxiety  as 
to  how  he  is  to  obtain  bread  for  his  family.  I  hope  that  all  the  ministers  present 
and  all  the  elders  present — I  am  rejoiced  to  see  the  interest  of  the  elders — will 
go  home  determined  to  take  up  this  matter  and  develop  this  idea,  and  to  carry 
it  out  with  all  their  powers,  and  continue  the  work ;  and  in  a  decade  of  years  we 
shall  have  the  average  salary  much  larger  than  it  is  now.  Thereby  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  ministry  will  be  elevated,  and  purified,  and  strengthened.” 

Dr.  Joseph  T.  Smith,  said : — 

“  Take  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  there  are  but  three  or  four  pastors  there,  tak¬ 
ing  the  average  of  them,  who  are  well  supported  ;  while  some  two-tliirds  of  them 
are  living  on  a  salary  of  a  thousand  dollars,  or  in  that  neighborhood.  Take  the 
average  of  all  the  Church,  and  it  will  be  found  that  one-half  the  ministry  of  our 
Church  do  not  receive  an  adequate  support.  Look  abroad  over  the  rolls  of  our 
Presbyteries,  and  you  will  find  men  whose  whole  life  is  a  struggle.  It  is  the 
story  of  the  life  of  at  least  one-half  the  ministers  of  our  Church.  I  believe  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  extension  of  His  kingdom,  are  more  bound  up  in  this  sub¬ 
ject  than  in  any  thing  else.  Lift  the  ministry  above  constantly  asking  this  ques¬ 
tion:  ‘  What  shall  we  eat,  and  what  shall  we  drink,  and  wherewithal  shall  we  be 
clothed?’  and  place  them  where  they  can  give  their  whole  mind  and  soul  to  the 
work,  and  we  shall  see  an  impulse  given  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  Church  of  God,  such  as  it  will  derive  from  no  other  single  source. 
This  ought  to  lie  kept  before  the  Church,  that  it  is  an  obligation  to  the  Master 
that  they  should  keep  their  ministers  as  they  promised  to  do,  free  from  worldly 
cares  and  avocations.” 

Rev.  W.  J.  Rankin,  of  Pa.,  said : — 

“The  consequence  is,  that  unless  they  have  individual  means,  as  has  been  said, 
very  few  of  our  best  men  enter  the  ministry.  It  is  not  a  theory  at  all,  it  is  a  matter 
of  fact.  It  is  the  talk  of  little  children  that  they  cannot  be  supported  in  the  minis¬ 
try.  It  is  the  persuasion  of  mothers ;  it  is  the  objection  of  students  in  college. 
Every  now  and  then  a  subscription  paper  will  go  around  in  the  congregation,  and 
the  plea  is  that  the  minister’s  salary  is  not  sufficient  for  him.  The  solution  of 
this  question  is  furnished,  at  least  touched  upon,  in  this  scheme.  Again  it  ele¬ 
vates  the  pastorate,  vad  this  is  a  most  important  consideration.  It  also  aims  to 
develop  the  financial  resources  of  the  church.  There  is  not  one-half,  if  I  have 
been  correctly  informed,  of  the  membership  in  our  church  that  contribute  any-* 
thing.  By  this  scheme  every  church  aided  must  contribute.  If  you  would  ad¬ 
vance  the  interest  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  it  becomes  you  to  sustain  and  support 
this  scheme. 
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Elder  Jno.  Forsythe,  of  Chicago,  said: — 

“ The  salaries  of  ministers  bear  no  comparison  to  the  lawyers’  fees.  The  fees 
of  one  lawyer  in  a  recent  case  amounted  to  $62,500,  paid  in  cash.  (Applause  and 
laughter.)  I  know  from  actual  experience,  of  no  less  than  ten,  yea,  twenty  law¬ 
yers  in  Chicago,  whose  annual  income  from  the  practice  of  their  profession,  is 
never  less  than  from  $25,000  to  $40,000  a  year,  and  there  are  more  than  100  law. 
vers  whose  income  exceeds  $10,000  a  year,  and  we  have  no  preachers,  as  far  as  my 
knowledge  goes,  who  receive  more  than  $15,000  a  year.  1  know  physicians  whose 
income  exceeds  $25,000  a  year.  I  believe  the  difficulty  is  that  the  church  has 
the  frame  work,  hut  it  has  not  the  practical  life. 

“  In  this. land  where  the  means  of  acquiring  wealth  are  so  great,  is  it  to  be  given 
out  that  the  Presbyterian  Church,  through  its  members,  is  not  able  to  educate 
and  support  her  sons?  It  seems  to  me,  if  our  Presbyteries  would  lay  this  matter 
to  heart  and  conscience,  and  consecrate  their  children  to  the  Lord  and  His  service, 
we  would  have  less  complaint  of  a,  weak  and  inefficient  and  poorly  supported 
ministry.  I  know,  in  my  own  experience,  of  many  who  are  really  in  need.  I 
know  of  cases  where  they  have  not  had  the  means  even  to  bury  the  remains  of 
the  poor  pastor  after  he  was  dead  and  gone.  1  know  a  case  to-day  in  the  city 
where  I  reside,  of  the  widow  of  one  of  the  ablest  ministers  we  ever  had  who  is 
supported  by  the  charity  of  a  few  friends,  saying  nothing  about  it.  Now,  sir,  let 
ns  all  bring  this  responsibility  home  to  our  families,  to  the  membership  of  our 
churches,  and  I  think  you  will  not  appeal  in  vain  to  furnish  the  money  to  bring 
up  the  salaries  of  the  pastors  laboring  on  the  frontiers.  I  do  hope  this  report 
will  be  adopted.” 

Rev.  Jonathan  Osmond,  of  Iowa,  said: — 

“  I  want  to  turn  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  to  another  phase  of  this  subject. 
We  have  heard  the  subject  presented  as  it  affected  the  ministers  aided  by  the 
operation  of  this  scheme.  But  there  will  also  be  an  effect  upon  the  Church. 
This  scheme  praperly  carried  out  will  most  certainly  secure  a  greater  degree  of 
success  in  our  work.  I  was  told  to-day,  by  one  of  our  leading  ministers,  that 
the  young  men  would  not  hear  invitations  to  come  to.  the  West,  and  1  do  not  won¬ 
der  at  it.  It  is  not  because  they  are  not  promised  a  support,  but  it  is  the  exceed¬ 
ingly  precarious  nature  of  that  support.  With  an  experience  of  24  years  mis¬ 
sionary  work,  1  am  sure  this  movement  will  greatly  aid  the  church,  and  give 
greater  efficiency  to  it,  and  systematically  develop  the  resources  of  the  individ¬ 
ual  churches.” 

The  Moderator — You  are  all  of  one  mind  upon  this  subject,  and  it  seems  to 
me  the  discussion  might  he  closed.  You  can  speak,  in  yonr  Presbyteries,  pulpits 
and  through  the  Press  the  whole  year,  if  you  like. 

Hon.  J  ames  Ross  Snowden  said  : — 

“  I  shall  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  house  for  but  a  few  moments.  The  impor¬ 
tance  of  this  Sustentation  scheme  cannot  be  overstated.  Its  influence  has  already 
been  beneficially  exerted.  In  the  Presbytery  1  represent,  !-  Yorii  ^churches  have 
been  revived  and  pastors  installed.  The  ancient  church  of  Ben  Salem,  which 
was  organized  in  1711,  and  in  which  the  elder  William  Tennent  was  first  settled 
>/<f  on  his  arrival  in  this  country  from  Ireland^  ,/^lrN  wa.-ffiri  1718.  Th^ichurch  was 
vacant,  with  occasional  services  therein,  but,  under  the  influence  of  the  Susten- 
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fation  Fund,  thi  i  trmTh  has  been  revived  and  a  pastor  installed.  One  word  more. 
It  is  well  known  to  all  Presbyterians,  but  perhaps  not  to  others,  that  every  Pres¬ 
byterian  minister  is  required  to  have  a  collegiate  education,  or  be  so  well  educat¬ 
ed  as  to  be  able  to  stand  an  examination  before  the  Presbytery  on  the  classics,  the 
arts  and  sciences,  and  other  studies  which  constitute  the  curriculum  of  colleges. 
No  other  Protestant  church  in  this  country  requires  such  a  preparation  for  the 
ministry.  With  men  thus  educated  and  set  apart  for  the  Gospel  ministry,  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the  church  to  give  them  a  living  salary,  and  this  plan  now 
before  the  Assembly  will  secure  at  least  a  moderate  income  to  every  pastor  in  our 
widely  extended  church.” 

The  Report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

FOREIGN  DELEGATION  ON  THIS  SUBJECT. 

The  Rev.  Prof.  Wm.  -Mlij.h.an,  of  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  said  : 

“Another  interesting  point  connected  with  the  ministry,  and  at  present  inviting 
much  interest  in  Scotland,  is,  that  of  its  Sustentation.  Strange  that  everywhere 
there  should  be,  in  this  respect,  the  same  cry,  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  in 
Britain,  and  among  you.  Yet  it  is  a  layman’s,  not  a  minister's  question.  To  us 
it  is  nothing.  Men  talk  of  minister’s  right  to  live.  The  New  Testament  tells  us 
more  of  their  right  to  labor  and  suffer,  and  if  need  be,  die.  At  the  longest,  the 
time  of  suffering  for  any  one  generation  of  ministers  is  short ;  they  go  to  their 
rest  and  suffer  no  more.  It  is  the  laity  that  suffer,  they  who  ought  to  hand  down 
the  truth  to  their  children  and  their  children’s  children.  They  by  their  coldness 
dishearten,  discourage,  and  weaken  the  ministry  ;  and  under  the  operation  of  a 
surely  though  silently  acting  law,  they  drive  into  the  more  lucrative  ranks  of 
commerce  many  a  one  who  might  otherwise  have  labored  with  diligence  and 
success  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord.  The  laity  of  Scotland  has  been  feeling  this. 
They  have  acknowledged  the  shame  of  leaving  ministers  to  try  to  live  upon 
$750,  sometimes  only  $600  a  year.  They  have  begun  a  great  movement  for  the 
better  sustentation  of  our  more  poorly  paid  ministers.  May  it  be  crowned  with 
the  success  that  it  deserves.” 

Rev.  Prof.  Richard Smythe,  of  Magee  College,  Londonderry,  Ireland,  said: 

“  Our  people  have  risen  to  a  new  sense  of  duty  and  religious  obligation.  They 
have  lost  no  time  in  organizing  a  Sustentation  Fund,  and  from  the  Giant’s  Cause¬ 
way  to  Cape  Clear  there  has  been  a  united  determination  expressed  that  the  blue 
banner  of  the  covenant,  streaked  as  it  may  be  with  the  crimson  threads  that  were 
woven  into  it  at  Drumclog  and  Bothwell  Bridge,  shall  still  wave  over  the  country 
that  saw  it  when  it  was  held  in  the  hands  of  Blair,  and  Livingstone,  and  Brice, 
and  Glendenning,  and  be  a  rallying  point  for  another  generation  of  men  who  are 
resolved  to  continue  lighting  the  battle  of  the  free.  (  Loud  applause.) 

“We  set  out  with  a-  few  very  simple  postulates.  The  first  was,  that  ministers  an 
expected  to  pay  jj  n-’s,  batcher’s  and  baker’s  bills.  The  second  was  that  the  most 

approved  way  of  paying  such  bills  was  with  the  current  coin  of  the  realm.  The  third 
was,  that  there  ivas  money  enough .  for  all  these  purposes  in  the  hands  of  the  Christian 
people,  if  we  could  only  yet  at  it.  fwl  the  fourth  was,  that  if  we  put  the  case  fairly 
before  the  people,  we  should  get  all  II it  money  we  required l.  (Applause.)  With  these 
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axiom;  of  Christan  finance,  we  set  to  work.  In  the  first  year  after  the  withdrawal 
of  the  ijegium  Donum  c*ur  ministers  received  14  per  cent,  higher  income  than 
they  ever  received  when  paid  by  the  State  ;  and  for  the  year  just  closed  they  have 
received  23  per  cent,  more  than  they  ever  had  under  the  old  endowment  system. 

(  Great  applause.) 

“  The  grand  idea  of  Presbyterian  unity,  or  of  the  Church  being  one  body, 
stood  us  in  good  stead  in  launching  our  Sustentatimi  Fund.  (Applause.)  By  our 
Presbyterian  system,  Dublin,  and  Belfast,  and  Derry,  and  Armagh,  and  Bally¬ 
mena,  could  make  common  cause  with  the  little  colonies  of  people  at  the  gates 
of  Connemara,  and  under  the  shadow  of  Mangertown,  and  when  the  handfuls  of 
gold  fell  into  the  treasury  from  the  hands  of  the  merchant  princes  of  the  Church, 
the  shepherds  on  the  bleak  hill-sides  of  Kerry  and  of  Galway  rejoiced,  for  they 
felt  that  these  gifts  were  intended  to  circulate  to  the  remotest  extremities  of  the 
Presbyterian  community.  (Applause.)  I  cannot  tell  whether  this  mighty  Church 
of  yours,  so  vast  in  its  proportions,  and  so  varied  in  the  circumstances  of  its  peo¬ 
ple,  could  with  any  advantage  carry  out  the  grand  idea  of  a  common  material,  as 
well  as  a  common  spiritual  interest;  but  I  humbly  conceive  that  it  could.  Pres¬ 
byterianism  is  the  same  everywhere,  and  its  doctrine  is,  that  there  is  one  body 
ecclesiastically.  And,  to  my  way  of  thinking,  ecclesiastieism  does  not  finish  up 
with  creeds  and  confessions.  It  goes  into  the  daily  life  of  every  hard-working 
minister,  and  the  Bible  says  he  is  worthy  of  his  hire,  as  well  in  the  prairies  in  Indiana 
as  in  the  Fifth  avenue  of  New  York.  (Applause.)  1  see  my  friend,  Dr.  Thomp¬ 
son,  has  his  eye  upon  me  (laughter),  but  I  have  been  in  the  Fifth  avenue,  and 
am  not  one  bit  afraid  of  it.  ('Laughter.)  Why,  sir,  if  we  had  the  Fifth  avenue  in 
Ireland,  we  would  give  it  no  peace  ant  'd  its  wealthy  <  Christian  men  had  organized  a  Sus- 
tentation  Fund  for  the  hard-working,  faithf  ul  ministers  oj  God,  who  are  toiling  for  them 
and.  Christ  in  Ohio,  Minnesota,  and  Michigan.  (Great  applause.)  1  see  no  reason 
why  the  principle  of  Presbyterian  unity  should  be  paralyzed  by  the  magnitude 
of  a  Church.  As  Daniel  Webster  said  at  Bunker  Hill,  when  some  one  exclaimed 
that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  back  the  crowd,  ‘  ^/Americans  standingon  Bunker 
Hill,  nothing  is  impossible!’  So  say  I— to  Presbyterians,  standing  on  the 
vantage  ground  of  New  Testament  principle,  nothing  is  impossible.’  (  Loud 
applause.) 

SUSTENT AT  I  ON  SCHEM  E. 

J .  Requires  maximum  of  self-help. 

2.  Gives  minimum  of  living  support. 

■>.  Demands  systematic  giving  to  the  Boards. 

4.  Puts  upon  sliding-scale  for  self-sustentation. 

b.  Aids  only  those  sought  for  as  Pastors. 

6.  Makes  Pastors  out  of  Stated  Supplies  and  W.  C’s. 

7.  Sets  at  work  the  unemployed  Ministers. 

5.  Groups  feeble  churches  in  one  Pastorate. 

Please  trike  collection  as  directed  by  the  Assembly,  andy^  ca rly  to 

Rev.  M.  W.  JACOBUS,  D.  D., 

Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

318  Ridge  St.,  Allegheny,  Pa. 


